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The Pastor’s Pen

By Br. Daniel White

Everyone Invite One

The Summer Slump is officially here. What is the Summer Slump, why is it called
that, and how does it affect Churches?

The Summer Slump happens every year, and most all churches are adversely
affected. During the Summer, many people go on vacation, they travel, there are
many Summer activities, weekend get-a-ways to the lake and to visit family, etc...
etc... etc...

It is called the Slump because there is a noticeable drop in attendance and in
Tithes and Offerings. The pews are noticeably emptier, and that affects the spirit
of those who are here and see the lack of people. Some people forget to give
when they are gone, and they forget to make it up after they return. That affects
the bottom line, the bills still come due each month during the Summer, but must
churches run a deficit during these months having to pull from reserves.

How can we help offset this Slump? | am glad you asked. The best way to help
is to PRAY. Pray for God to send us visitors, to send us people looking for a
church home, to send us lost folks and people who have been disconnected from
church. Apart from God SENDING us folks, we should INVITE people to come to
church with you when you are going to be in town. If everyone invites one, we
can double our Sunday morning crowd during the Summer. Also, when you know
you are going to be out of town, make arrangements to give your offerings before
you go or when you get back. That will help us from having to dip into the
reserves to pay the bills during the Summer.

Bring ye all the tithes iinto the
storehouse; that there . may be meatin
mine house, and prove me now
herewith, saith the Lord of hosts,
ifFwilEnot-openyou:the windows of
heaven, and pour-you out a blessing,
that there shall.not'be:room-enough to
receive it. Malachi 3:10



sword://KJV/Malachi%203:10

By Suzanne Odom

Rah, Rah, RAH!!

Cheers could be heard loud and clear, as roughly 20-25 girls aged 4" grade to Junior High, attended
a week long camp here in the First Baptist Church gym. Camp Director, Lindsey Walters, ran the girls
through multiple warm-ups, routines, etc, as the girls perfected their skills for the upcoming football
season. The camp was held June 9-13, from 10 am to 2 pm, with a “Parent Show” to round out the
week on Friday night. Approximately 50 or so parents, grandparents, siblings, and friends came out
to watch what the girls had learned throughout the week. It was a huge success! Good luck this
season, girls. And as | told the attendees many times during the camp, “Cheer Loud, Cheer Proud!”

A second camp was held June 24-27 for girls as young as 4 years old up to 3" grade, where they
learned some routines, popular cheers, and how to safely do a “front roll” (“somersault” they called it
in my day). This camp ended with a parent night, also. We enjoyed having Lindsey, her helpers, the
parents, and all the girls participating in the camp, here on campus, and we hope to accommodate
them in the future. -

But let all those that-put-their
trust-in thee rejoice: let"them

ever shout for joy, because thou
Parent defendest-them:-let ‘them, also
~ Night that love thy name be joyful in
thee... Psalm 5:11
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Nursing Home Ministry

By Michelle Chadwick

Staying the Course

In the last newsletter, | shared with you that in the face of dwindling members in our Bible study
group, He showed me a new way: go to them if they don’t come to you.

This newsletter is about staying the course. In any ministry, there are obstacles along the path.
Some of those obstacles look like mountains, and you can see no way around them. Thankfully,
we serve a God that moves mountains or makes a way through them. Nevertheless, it isn’t
always easy walking down the path of a newly hewn tunnel through that mountain. So, we do all
that we know God calls us to do, then we stand. I'm standing. I'm trusting God for salvation and
growth in this nursing home.

Please join me in praying for a breakthrough in a place to meet and the ability for residents to
come. Right now the only place we have to meet is in the dining room. This is a small, public
room with 8 or 9 round tables and a TV that plays at elevated volume to accommodate those

with hearing issues.

The room is not available to residents after meals. Even when it is available the residents are
sent to their rooms. Those who are in wheelchairs, which is a good number, are assisted into
bed. Residents needing assistance out of bed cannot easily get help to get to the Bible study
due to staffing issues.

These residents need to be able to meet together, develop Christian relationships, and study the
Word of God. Your prayers are greatly appreciated.

But none of these'things move me,
neither count I my life dear unto
myself, so that I might finish my
course with joy, and the ministry,
which T have received. of the Lord
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the
grace of God. Acts 20:24




Ghana Update

By D’Ann White

We received an update from Joey Romero and he N
sent us this photo depicting the drilling of one of the S
water wells that they had received funds for from the

gala. We also need to pray for his daughter, Aggie’s,
recovery from a severe infection in the bone of her

leg. She will have to be on antibiotics for several

months to fight this infection.

Agnes Romero

And from thence they went to Beer: that
is the well whereof the Lord spake unto
Moses, Gather the/people -together; and I
willgive-them water.-Then Israel sang
this song, Spring up, O well; sing ye
unto it:**“Numbers'21:16-17




Ladies’” Gelf Defense

By Sharon Young

We had a great turnout for the ladies’ self defense class on June 21! We covered some very
important tips on how women can protect themselves, which included awareness and proper stances.
The ladies practiced techniques with a partner. Some were a little timid at first but with a little
encouragement and guidance, they became more comfortable hitting their partner. Just kidding, we
used bags/mitts to punch and kick! | can't guarantee that husbands weren't practiced on when they
went home--- yikes! Honestly, self defense is more than hitting and kicking, it begins in the mind,
meaning: what do you see when you walk into a room, are you glued to your phone while walking to
your vehicle or do you have an escape route should you need one? These are just a few questions
that should be considered before ever attempting to defend oneself. Like the old saying goes, an
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure! Although, awareness is stressed as a major factor in
self defense, we introduced the ladies to several methods to protect and escape when approached
and/or attacked. The ladies did a great job! I hope they had fun! | enjoyed being part of the class

and look forward to future classes! . c
uests,

Kiera& |
Alisha Fore
Practicing
“The Wave”

Michelle Chadwick & Cristi

Beehn practicing escape drills.

Beverly McKee practicing a
kick to the shin.

Cristi Beehn &
Jerri Young

—y

Sharon Young

demonstrating For God hath nét-given us-the
the horse stance spirit .of feary but of power
and=of-love/ ‘and-of-a-sound
Daniel & D’Ann White mind. 2 Timothy 1:7

demonstrating the back kick




I'm absolutely loving pine needle basket weaving! In our ladies' class on May 27th , we dove into this
traditional craft, creating beautiful, functional, and decorative baskets with pine needles. With
prepared needles and twine, we learned the coiling and weaving techniques, while sharing valuable
tips and tricks along the way to ensure our projects turned out perfectly.

The camaraderie in our class was truly wonderful; we had approximately sixteen in attendance
(several were guests!). We bonded over our shared creativity, laughed at our mishaps, and
encouraged each other as we worked on our projects. By the end of the class, each of us had
started our own unique pieces — some opted for gorgeous baskets, while others preferred delicate
coasters.

What | appreciate most about this craft is the time and patience it requires. It's taught me to slow
down, enjoy the process, and take pride in creating something with my own hands. Who knows?
Maybe I'll even teach others this lovely skill and pass on the joy of creating handmade treasures.

Basket made by Joan
Valentine’s daughter

Coaster made by Emily
Harding

She seeketh wool, and- flax,
and worketh willingly -with her
hands. . Proverbs 31:13




The kids practiced hard for their End of Year program which was help on May 29, 2025. They all did
a great job! The teachers are now gearing up for the new school year, which will begin on August 19,
2025. They already have 19 students registered for the new year! However, they could use a few
more, so please be in prayer for more students.

Put on the whole armour of God,
that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil.
Br. Daniel teaching on being prepared. Rhonda Barner & Ep 6:11
René Freeman
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Operation Christmas Child

By Beverly Williford

It's hard to believe that 2025 is half gone. I've been out of the OCC loop for most of this time, but it's
time to concentrate on the remainder of this year and getting items ready to pack in OCC boxes.

Thank you, FBC church family, for all of your participation so far this year. | know many of you are
sewing items for the shoeboxes and collecting other items to pack. A big thank you to Catherine
Brandenburg, who has taken care of the organization and details of getting items for OCC.

For July, we will be collecting school supplies such as crayons, pencils, sharpeners, pens, colored
pencils, markers, scissors, notebook paper, erasers, etc and any other appropriate items you might
find on sale. There is a large collection container for these items near the Welcome Center.
Monetary donations can be made to the Operation Christmas Child Designated Fund to purchase
items and help pay for the shipping costs of the shoeboxes.

Kountze has served as a drop-off location for shoeboxes during the National Collection Week for the
past ten years or so and collected many shoeboxes from area churches during that week. Thanks to
all the volunteers who have helped collect shoeboxes and pack them into cartons during National
Collection Week. The 2025 National Collection Week will be November 17-24 this year.

More information will be in the church bulletin for OCC announcements and news for upcoming
events and dates. May God continue to bless this wonderful ministry to share the Good News of
Jesus Christ with children around the world with these simple shoebox gifts. Thanks again!

e 1 RN
FOLLOW YOUR BOX ", . -t
DESTINATIONS y 1 \

While ye have light, believe in/the
light, that ye may be the children
of light. " John 12:36a




Gospel in the Stars

The Mazzaroth
Consteblations

According to Josephus, a sne
Jewish historian, it was brew
Seth, the son of Adam A Semin

who invented “that 11, Cancer e bt o s g of g
peculiar sort of wisdom e ek

which is concerned with s Aty Yoe

heavenly bodies and their
order.”

(Antiquities, book 1,
chapter 2, Paragraph 3)
The stars were originally
divided into 48
constellations, 12 major
constellations and 36
sidereal sidepieces
Though Adam had the
privilege of naming the
animals on earth, God
reserved the privilege of
naming the stars Himself
Psalm 147:4 "He telleth
the number of the stars:
He calleth them all by
their names.”

G O SPE L Michael Solomon gave a presentation on the

INTHE - Gospel in the Stars on June 29 for the evening

STARS service while Br. Daniel was on vacation.

GOD’'S REDEMPTION FOR MAN
WRITTENIN THE HEAVENS .

~—

Taylor &
Shelby Burke

In June, Br. Ethan
taught a couple of
classes on how to read
the music in our
hymnal. Heis
continuing to do a great
Mae Digmon & job with leading our
René Freeman praise and worship!

All the earth shall worship thee,
and shall sing unto thee; they, shall
sing to-thy -name. Selah.
Psalm 66:4




 Sassy Seniors

On June 17, we made a tour of the new warehouse at the Hope Center and viewed the Hope
Restoration and Resale Shop located in the Gateway Shopping Center. Those attending the tour
were Betty Teel, Joan Valentine, Brenda George,and Susan Woodall.

WiIE 132

Susan Woodall, Brenda George, & Betty
Teel with the resale shop workers.

Joan Valentine,
Betty Teel, & Susan
Woodall

That they ‘might/set their -hope in

God, and not forget the works of

God,-but-keep' his commandments:
Psalm 78:7

! %
409-898-4005
- [FIND US ON FACEBOOK
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Carolyn’s Sunday School class
on April 27, 2025: Jean Massey
(below) & Evoyne Gates (right)

Betty Teel, Evoyne Gates, & Jeannie Gates

April 2---
Rhonda Barner
& Vesta Boone at
Cornerstone’s
Spring Fling

Cynda & Henry Willis at Cornerstone’s
Spring Fling, April 2

I remember the days of old; I
= ‘ : - meditate on all thy works;/1
L-R: Judy Clark, Betty Teel, Mae Digmon, Ginger Brown, Brenda muse on the work of thy

George, and Tommie George at Cornerstone’s Spring Fling on hands.  Psalm 143:5
April 2
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birthday.

Additionally, she created
a coffin, mourning the
loss of my 40s.

By D’Ann White

Beverly McKee has rubbed off on Suzanne Odom
in the Tomfoolery department! | innocently

. opened Daniel's office door one Sunday morning
1 in April and was bombarded with a face full of
black balloons. She had rigged the door to attack |
me! She did this in celebration of my 50th

/

\

By Gary Freeman

She also left me the “Trumpet of
Doom” instructing me to herald
my 50s whenever someone called
my name. (I really only did that a
few times. That horn was noisy!)

This quarter we have had several opportunities to serve our church and community:
* A gentleman donated an oak tree for anyone needing firewood. We have this wood with the

rest we have split, ready for our members’ firewood needs.

* We continue to mentor a husband as his family goes through difficult times.

* We heard about a retired minister in our community needing help with rebuilding their handicap
ramp to their home. The organization “Nehemiah’s Vision Inc.” is partnering with us to help this
senior disabled couple. The plan, when finished, is to have a new handicapped ramp and their

yard to be cleaned up.

And-my _soul shall be-joyful in
the-Lord:-it shall-rejoice-in /his

salvation.” - Psalm-35:9




Upcoming Events

| July 4--- Independence Day |
" July 9--- Church Council .
| July 12--- College & Career Bowling Night |
* July 14--- Blood Drive .
| July 16--- Business Meeting |
* July 20--- Bridal Shower for Debbie Clark .
| July 22--- Embracing Freedom Backpack Packing Party |
* July 26--- Equip Conference, FBC Houston .
| July 31--- Debbie Clark & Eleazar Barnett’s Wedding [

I August |

! August 2--- Men'’s Conference at ETBE |
| August 13--- Church Council .
" August 19--- Armor Academy begins |
| August 20--- Business Meeting

i September

i September 10--- Church Council
. September 17--- Business Meeting |

! October |
! Oct 3-4--- Disaster Relief training hosted by FBC Kountze |
| Oct 17-18--- Backyard Bible Club (tentative date)-- Coe edition

. Oct 19--- SNBA Annual Meeting, Bethel BC, Warren 3-8pm |

| Oct 27-28--- SBTC Annual Meeting, Lubbock

! Pray for the Flood victims and | e meres
y the families that lost loved ones !

i : | . i
: in the Texas Hill Country. Pray , Tf Lt 1:}el;fe;2 :(lzl;t i
] for OngOIng DlsaSter Re“ef ' endureth for ever: forsake not 'the
] efforts. : works of thine own hands.
Psalm 138:8
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INFORMATION

WEBSITE, SOCIAL MEDIA & EMAIL

https://www.fbckountze.com/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistKountze
***Both services on Sunday are Live-streamed on .

Facebook

info@fbckountze.com (Email for general information)
pray@fbckountze.com (Email prayer requests)

What Does the Logo Represent?
*  The Crown — represents Jesus Christ:

our King and the rightful King of the

whole world. — John 18:37 / Revelation

19:16

The Thorns — represent His suffering to

purchase us through His death on the

cross. — Isaiah 53:5 / Ephesians 5:25 /

Mark 15:17

¢ The Candle — represents our church: we
are in Christ and connected to Jesus. —

Officers

Pastor
Daniel White

Administrative
Assistant
Suzanne Odom

Treasurer
Steve Clark

Trustees
Tom Settle
Betty Teel
Rhonda Barner
Mark Finkenbiner

Committee
Chairmen

Property
Management
Randy Beehn

Budget & Finance
Steve Clark

Missions

Personnel
Tom Settle

Member Care
Daniel White

Nominating

*Logo designed by Ethan Barnett

Revelation 1:20 / Romans 12:5 / John
15:5

* The Flame — represents the Light of the
world: Jesus, while He was here, and us,
in this present age. — John 8:12 / John
9:5 / Matthew 5:14-16

*  The Letters — represent the name of
Jesus: His first initial is I in Latin and
Greek, and ' in Hebrew. So, our church is
built up in Him. — John 19:19-20 /
Colossians 2:6-7

Article Submissions Due:
October 1, 2025

would like to see in our next quarterly

|

1

I

I

Email me any pictures or articles you :
I

newsletter! :
I

I

|

Randy éehn, Aaron Barnett, Richard Warden,
& Gary Freeman (chairman)

If anyone has a need or knows of someone with a need, please contact
one of these gentlemen, or leave a message in the church office for them.

: Service Times: : First Baptist Church
. Sunday : 100 West Monroe Street
. Sunday School............... 9:45am * Kountze, Texas 77625

- Morning Service.......... 11:00 am . 409-246-3850

" Ladies’ Discipleship.....4:30 pm -

. Bible Study................... 6:00 pm *

. . And he [Christ] is the head of the

. Wednesday body, the church: who is the

- Discipleship Class.......10:00 am " beginning, the firstborn from the
= Ladies’ Discjpleship ..... 4:30pm . dead; that in all things he might
Prayer Service............... 6:30 pm — = ===/

. Col 1:18



https://www.fbckountze.com/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistKountze
mailto:info@fbckountze.com
mailto:pray@fbckountze.com
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